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DALLAS--The National Institute of Mental Health has announced 

a $2 million grant for construction of the first phase of the Dallas 

Neurops.ychiatric Institute on the University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical School campus. 

These funds will be supplemented by $1 , 571 , 500 in state funds 

through the Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation. 

The initial phase of the institute will be under the com-

munity mental health concept and will be designed to serve the north-

west Dallas area . one of eight neighborhood districts in Dallas County. 

The community center phase will be a building of approximately 

130,000 square feet , having provisions for 72 beds. Later phases will 

raise the to~al to about 120 beds. 

Members of the Department of Psychiatry of Southwestern Medical 

School will staff the new facility, with Dr. Robert Stubblefield , de-

partment head, being principal administrative officer. 

Plans for the institute will now be finalized by the Texas 

mental health department. No date has yet been set for start of con-

struction. 

Later phases of construction would expand the facility into a 

full psychiatric teaching and research hospital. 
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The university-affiliated state facility will offer the full 

range of patient services in psychiatry, neurology and behavioral areas. 

It will enable criterion patient ca~e. permit a major teaching program 

for medical students , psychiatric residents , neurological residents and 

residents from other professional medical groups and related mental health 

and mental retardation disciplines. 

The facility will eventually house a broad research program 

in the psychiatric and neurological areas. 

The institute has been under discussion since 1956. The Texas 

Legislature has appropriated $3.2 million for its construction. This 

leaves appr~ximately $1.6 million for use in later stages of development. 

Dr. James Stuart, Department of Psychiatry professor active in 

the planning work, noted that the institute will be able to train the 

type of medical and para-medical workers currently in extreme shortage in 

Texas and over the nation. 

Mental health-related research at Southwestern Medical School 

has included such areas as basic psychophysiology, alcoholism, psycho

pharmacology, general experimental psychology (animal and human), cultural 

changes and ethnic relations , hypnotic phenomena, clinical drug evaluations, 

communication_ pattern~, judgmental processes , sterotoxic studies , electron 

micros~ope studies of nervous system , neurophysiological studies of neural 

transmission processes and of the autonomic nervous system, intracellular 

recording from neurons, biologically active amines of the central nervous 

system. 
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