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******Noted Southwestern MedioaZ SohooZ 
professor named dean of new Uni
formed Services' medioaZ sahooZ. 

DALLAS--Dr. Jay P. Sanford, noted authority on infectious 

diseases and a faculty member at The University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical School here for 18 years, has been appointed dean-designate 

of the School of Medicine in the federal government's new Uniformed 

Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md. 

The appointment was announced in Washington today by Secretary 

of Defense James R. Schlesinger. 

In his new post, Dr. Sanford will supervise curriculum develop

ment, appoint key faculty personnel and approve building plans for the 

school, which tentatively plans to enroll its first medical students 

next fall. He will continue to fulfill teaching and research responsi

bilities at Southwestern until May 1, when he will assume fulltime 

duties with the new university. 

The Dallas professor described the new appointment as "an un-

paralled opportunity" to take the principal role in all phases of de

velopment of the unique school, to be the only one of its kind in the 

nation. Initially, the medical school will be the only component of 

the university, with others to be added later. The university was 

created by Congress to train doctors and other health professionals to 

serve the military services and the U.S. Public Health Service. 

Dr. Charles C. Sprague, president of The University of Texas 

Health Science Center at Dallas, Southwestern's parent institution, 

lauded Dr. Sanford for his "significant contributions" to the Dallas 

school. 

-- more --
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"Jay Sanford has been one of our outstanding faculty members 

throughout the years," Dr. Sprague said. "His talents as a teacher, 

physician and scientific investigator are widely recognized and will be 

missed. 

"Although we sincerely regret losing him, we feel this new 

institution is singularly blessed to gain the services of a man of his 

abilities and experience. He is particularly suited for this new assign

ment by virtue of his long associations with the military and govern

mental health services." 

Dr. Sprague noted that Sanford is the second Southwestern staff 

member in recent weeks to be selected to head a major medical school. In 

December, Dr. Charles B. McCall, Southwestern's associate dean for clini

cal affairs, was named to become dean of the College of Medicine at the 

University of Tennessee Center for the Health Sciences at Memphis. 

Dr. Sanford joined Southwestern's Department of Internal Medicine 

in 1957, when it and other clinical departments occupied plywood shacks 

behind old Parkland (later Woodlawn) hospital on Maple Ave. He was pro

moted steadily, and was appointed professor of internal medicine in 1965. 

An expert on infectious disease, he has published widely in two areas of 

specialty: urinary tract infections and hospital-acquired infections. 

He has been chief of Parkland Hospital's bacteriology laboratory and chair

man of its infection control committee since 1957. 

Known for his teaching and research abilities, Dr. Sanford also 

has played major public service roles at both the national and community 

levels. 

He recently returned from two weeks spent in Antarctica as 

consultant to the National Science Foundation's Antarctic Research Program, 

which operates four research stations in the polar region. 

Dr. Sanford played a key part in the development of a Civil 

Defense disaster medical care program for the U.S., working through the 

U.S. Public Health Service. He has been a consultant on antibiotics to 

the Food and Drug Administration, and similarly advised the Public Health 

Service Bureau of Biologics on vaccines. He has been on the USPHS 

advisory committee on immunologic practices. 
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He also has served as chairman of the training grant committee 

for the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. He has 

been president of the American Federation for Clinical Research, the 

nation's largest organization of clinical scientists, and is a member of 

the American Board of Internal Medicine, which examines and sets standards 

for certifying medical internists. He is on the editorial boards of 

nearly a dozen major medical publications. 

Locally, Dr. Sanford served on the boards of the area chapter 

of the American Red Cross and the Dallas Health and Science Museum. He 

is Civil Defense district director of disaster medical care for the 

seven-county Dallas area, and chaired the emergency medical services 

committee of the Dallas County Medical Society. In the latter capacity 

he was instrumental in establishing an inter-hospital emergency communi

cations network in Dallas--one of the first of its kind in the nation. 

He has been consultant to Veterans Hospitals in Dallas, 

McKinney and Temple, and to Brooke Army General Hospital at Fort Sam 

Houston, Tex., and to Wilford Hall Hospital at Lackland Air Force Base, 

Tex. 

Major honors include the Pfizer Award of Merit from the U.S. 

Civil Defense Council in 1965, and a Presidential Commendation in 1970, 

both received for his work developing and carrying out a public school 

health-care education program under which some 500,000 ninth-graders in 

schools in Dallas, Irving, Garland and Richarson have received instruction 

in emergency medical self-help, including first aid. Dr. Sanford imple

mented the program through The American Red Cross and trained teachers 

who in turn instructed their classes. 

He also received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Order of 

Physicians of Viet Nam in 1973, as a Volunteer Physician for assistance 

in the establishment of a program in postgraduate medical education, and 

has received citations and commendations from the Walter Reed Army 

Institute of Research and the USPHS Division of Health Mobilization. 

Since 1972, he has been a member of the Governor's Commission 

on Physical Fitness and a member of the board of directors of the National 

Foundation for Infectious Diseases. 
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A native of Madison, Wis., Dr. Sanford received his M.D. 

degree from the University of Michigan, graduating cum laude in 1952. 

He was a research fellow at Harvard Medical School and headed the bacter

iology section in experimental surgery at Walter Reed Army Institute of 

Research before coming to Dallas. He and his wife, Lorraine, have five 

children. 

The new Vniformed Services University medical school will train 

physicians and other specialists for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Public 

Health Service, with students serving as cadets while in training and 

spending seven years in a branch of federal service after graduation. An 

initial class of 36 medical students is planned for September, 1975, with 

growth to 150 per class by 1980. 
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