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******Moss Heart Center established 
at UT Southwestern Medical 
School 

AUSTIN - -/\ maj or reseJrch center to mount a sustained scientific attack on heart 

disease was es t ablished at Dallas ' Southwestern Medical School in action taken here 

today by The University of Texas System Board of Regents. 

Approved by the regents was an agreement creating the Harry S. Moss Heart 

Center of The University of Texas Southwestern Medical School, a facility "to be 

operated exc lusively for the development of an innovative, interdisciplinary cardia -

vascular program r elative to the cause, prevention and treatment of heart disease." 

Under terms of the agreement with trustees of the Harry S. Moss Trust for the 

Prevention and Cure of Heart Disease, the center will receive $250,000 annually for 

a 10-year period to support a wide spectrum of long-term cardiovascular studies. 

The trust was set up in the will of the late Mr . Moss, Dallas philanthropist, 

oilman and civic leader who died in 1970. UT officials explained that the new agree-

ment supplants an earlier five-year commitment from the Moss trust, which was enacted 

in 1973 and which has already furnished substantial funding in the past two years for 

Southwestern's widely recognized program of heart research. 

-- more --
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first add moss center 

"We are indebted to the trustees of the Moss estate for this generous and far

sighted decision.," said Dr. Charles C. Sprague, president of The UT Health Science 

Center at Dallas, Southwestern's parent institution. 

With the new agreement, a total of at least 13 years' continuous funding is 

assured--thus giving continuity vital to the development of an ongoing program of 

research, Dr. Sprague pointed out. Longer-term planning will now be possible, including 

the recruitment of tenured senior medical investigators. 

"This extended commitment from the Moss trust will enable us to build upon what 

has already been started in creating a truly outstanding heart research facility," Dr. 

Sprague said. 

Director of the new center will be Dr. Jere H. Mitchell, a noted cardiologist 

who is professor of internal medicine and director of Southwestern's highly regarded 

cardiopulmonary laboratory. Dr. Mitchell is a past Established Investigator with the 

American Heart Association and a former Career Development Awardee of the National 

Heart Lung Institute. 

Offices and some laboratories of the Moss Heart Center will be housed in the new 

Harry S. Moss Clinical Science Building upon its completion on the Dallas campus in 1977. 

The building was named in recognition of additional gifts made earlier to Southwestern 

by the Moss family. 

Activities related to the research program will not be restricted to any one 

area, however, but will exist "wherever our people are," Dr. Mitchell explained. 

"The investment will not be in bricks and mortar but in programs--the talented 

investigators, equipment and staff to carry out really exciting heart research which 

will now be possible over a decade or more." 

-- more --



second add moss center 

Dr. Mitchell said Moss Heart Center research will involve medical scientists 

from numerous Southwestern departments: Internal medicine, including cardiology and 

medical genetics, physiology, cell biology, radiology, pediatrics, surgery and bio

chemistry. Coordinated studies will probe for answers to such underlying problems in 

heart disease as cardiac arrythmia (irregular heartbeat), heart failure, myocardial 

infarction (heart attack) and cardiogenic shock, arteriosclerosis (hardening of 

arteries), congenital and valvular heart disease. 

'We hope that studies in the basic sciences of the heart and blood vessels will 

lead to answers in these areas," he said. 

Already, Mitchell noted, Southwestern researchers aided by Moss Heart Fund 

support have made important discoveries ranging from the basic cellular level to the 

newest clinical methods. These include studies by Drs. Joseph Goldstein and Michael 

Brown that have led to a major new understanding of the genetic causes of hardening of 

the arteries and new clinically applicable imaging techniques developed by Drs. 

Frederick J. Bonte, James Willerson and Robert Parkey which make it possible to estimate 

the size of a heart attack. 

More than 30 scientific papers already have been published documenting progress 

in heart studies receiving Moss Heart Fund support. 

The new long-term corrunitment will provide "seed money" for attracting additional 

research grants and gifts from private and government sources, Dr. Mitchell said. The 

Moss Heart Center also will sponsor symposia for scientists and physicians and will 

fund training of research fellows and special studies by selected medical students. 

Last spring, the first Harry S. Moss International Symposium was held, attract

ing to Southwestern outstanding specialists on cardiac metabolism. Proceedings of 

this meeting will be published in the American Heart Association journal, "Circulation 

Research," and the volume will be dedicated to Harry S. Moss. 

-- more --



third add moss center 

The late Mr. Moss, a Dallas resident for some 45 years, was president of 

Moss Petroleum Co. He served on the boards of numerous business and civic insti tu 

tions, including First National Bank in Dallas, State Fair of Texas, Salvation Army 

and Children's Medical Center, 

Trustees of the fund are Mrs. Harry S. Moss, Frank M. Ryburn Jr. and First 

National Bank in Dallas . 
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