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NEW MEDICAL IMAGING DEVICE
DEVELOPED BY DALLAS RESEARCHERS 

January 22, 1993 

DALLAS--A high-resolution imaging device developed jointly by 

researchers at The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

and The University of Texas at Dallas will be produced by a new 

Dallas-based company, Epikon Inc., under a licensing agreement with 

both UT institutions. 

The new technology may permit earlier detection and treatment 

of a wide variety of diseases including cancer, heart disease, 

stroke, schizophrenia, Alzheimer's disease, epilepsy and cerebral 

palsy. 

The new device performs two types of functional nuclear 

imaging: Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography (SPECT) and 

Positron Emission Tomography (PET). Both can be used in different 

ways to enhance scientists' understanding of diseases. It is the 

product of a collaborative effort by Dr. Robert Parkey, chairman of 

radiology; Dr. Peter Antich, associate professor of radiology; and 

Dr. Jon Anderson, assistant professor of radiology at UT 

Southwestern, working with Professors Ervin Fenyves, Roy Chaney and 

Hilton Hammack of UT Dallas. 

"This will be one of the first multi-modality machines," said 

Antich . As such, it offers distinct advantages over devices that 

only perform PET or SPECT. "Not only is the resolution better, But 

this new technology uses isotopes that are less costly and more 
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readily available. The machine also permits a greater·range of applications," 

Parkey said. 

Many of the basic applications of emission tomography were developed by 

UT Southwestern researchers over the past 18 years. "The Department of 

Radiology has been interested in imaging and nuclear medicine specifically, 

for a number of years," said Parkey. "There's tremendous potential in this 

technology." 

Development of the new imaging device began in 1989 with a grant to 

UT Southwestern's radiology department from the Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board's advanced technology program. 

"This is a clear example of seed money from a grant from this program 

leading to commercial application," said Parkey. "The first images from this 

technology came from that grant." 

Epikon is raising money to fund the next phase of the project. Antich 

plans to construct a prototype on the UT Southwestern campus within two years, 

in collaboration with UT Dallas researchers and company engineers. When 

Epikon issues stock, 12 percent will go to The University of Texas System--

6 percent to UT Southwestern and 6 percent to UT Dallas. 

### 

NOTE: The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas comprises 
Southwestern Medical School, Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical 
Sciences, Southwestern Allied Health Sciences School, affiliated teaching 
hospitals and outpatient clinics. 


