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MR. AND MRS. CHARJ~E:S NEARBURG FIGHT PEDIATRIC CANCER WITH 
$2 MILLION GIFT TO SUPPORT RESEARCH AT UT SOUTHWESTERN 

DALLAS - April 18, 2000 - Racing has always been in Dallas oilman and philanthropist Charles 

Nearburg's blood. But now the front-running formula car driver and his family are entered in a 

different sort of race-- the race to find a cure for pediatric cancer. 

Spurred by their son Rett's personal battle with the disease, Charles and his wife, Dana, have 

donated $2 million to UT Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas to support pediatric oncology 

research. 

Half of the gift will be used to endow the Nearburg Family Center for Basic Research in 

Pediatric Oncology and the Nearburg Family Professorship in Pediatric Oncology Research. The 

remaining funds will be applied toward current research by UT Southwestern faculty members on 

Ewing's sarcoma, the disease that 16-year-old Rett has battled since age 10. 

The Nearburg Family Center will be one of three centers making up the Children's Cancer 

Fund Comprehensive Center for Research in Pediatric Oncology. One center will be for basic 

research, the second for laboratory "translational" research and the third for applied clinical 

research. The three centers will be funded in part by a $2 million challenge gift from the Children's 

Cancer Fund. 

"Our family knows firsthand how vitally important private philanthropy is to pediatric 

cancer research. We want to do all we can to spur public awareness and draw attention to the fact 

that children are suffering, because research dollars are so often spread too thin for aggressive, long

term investigations," Nearburg said. 

The family's gift already is benefiting the research of Drs. Robert Haria Jr. and Preet 

Chaudhary, both assistant professors of internal medicine at UT Southwestern. 

"In the relatively short time that Drs. Haria and Chaudhary have been working on this 

project, they have already made exciting advances in understanding the molecular lesions 

responsible for the disease," said Dr. Eric Olson, chairman of molecular biology and director of the 

Nancy B. and JakeL. Hamon Center for Basic Research in Cancer. "We are very optimistic that 

their discoveries will make a significant impact on the eventual treatment of Ewing's sarcoma, and 

are incredibly grateful to the Nearburgs." 
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The endowment also will help the medical center continue to recruit specialists in childhood 

cancer research and fortify ongoing investigations. 

The Nearburgs' dedication to cancer research goes beyond philanthropy. Heavily involved 

with the National Cancer Institute,, to which they also have made contributions, the family has 

continued to campaign for more research and better communication. Along with Olson, the 

Nearburgs have already made headway by establishing an international conference for Ewing's 

sarcoma researchers --the first of its kind. 

Charles Nearburg, a 49-ye:ar-old Dallas native, graduated from St. Marks School of Texas 

in 1968 and earned a bachelor's and master's degree in engineering from Dartmouth College, where 

he was a three-year varsity letterman on the rowing team. After graduating in 1979, he founded 

Nearburg Producing Co., now one ofthe leading independent oil and gas producers in New Mexico. 

In addition to his petroleum business, Nearburg also is a professional race--car driver, 

though he has temporarily shelved his racing career to remain close to home and family. He has 

placed in numerous competitions, including the Toyota Atlantic Championship, where in 1992 he 

set a new track record; the Sebring 12-Hours; the Dallas Grand Prix; and the CART FedEx Indy Car 

World Series where he drove for the late Walter Payton. In 1997 he also raced a prototype Ferrari 

333 SPat the 24 Hours ofLe Mans. 

Nearburg remains active at St. Mark's, serving as its facilities advisor and on its board's 

executive committee. He is heavily involved in the private school's fund-raising campaigns. He also 

remains active at Dartmouth, serving on the Board of Overseers of the Thayer School of 

Engineering and the Board of Management ofthe Dartmouth Rowing Club. 

Dana Nearburg, a painter ~md registered architect, attended Smith College and the 

University of Texas at Austin. She grew up in a medical family in Dallas. Her father, Dr. Jack 

Edwards, served for many years on UT Southwestern's volunteer clinical faculty before his 

retirement from active practice. The couple has two children, Anna, 13, and Rett. 

"The Nearburg family is dedicated to helping others through finding the causes of cancer 

and developing treatments for it," said Dr. Kern Wildenthal, president of UT Southwestern. "Every 

one who has had the privilege of knowing them is inspired by their courage and commitment. " 

Charles Nearburg said that watching Rett defeat cancer has been a difficult, humbling lesson 

for the family. "He has been an inspiration to us-- an enduring example of bravery and a constant 

reminder of why we need to keep researching and fighting." 
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