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NEW PEDIATRIC UROLOGY CENTER CREATED AT UT SOUTHWESTERN 
WITH $1 MILLION GIFT FROM CHARLES AND SADIE SEAY 

Dallas- August 30, 2000- Legendary supporters of the Dallas medical community, 

philanthropists Charles and Sadie Seay have established a new center for pediatric urology at UT 

Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas with a $1 million gift. The donation, which will be 

matched, will create one of only three pediatric urology centers in America with this level of 

endowment. 

The Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay Center for Pediatric Urology will allow researchers 

and clinicians at Children's Medical Center of Dallas to study and treat the little-talked-about 

urologic problems associated with early childhood. The Seays' gift will allow researchers to 

expand their study of lower urinary-tract abnormalities and abnormal genital development, as 

well as more common problems, such as undescended testes (which affects approximately 1 in 

100 newborn boys) and abnormal urethral development (which affects 1 in 200 newborn boys). 

"The Seays' generosity has given us a tremendous opportunity to bring in some of the 

best pediatric urologists in the country and use their knowledge to benefit hundreds of children 

we see through our clinics every year," said Dr. John McConnell, chairman of urology and 

director of the Jean H. and John T. Walter Jr. Center for Research in Urologic Oncology and the 

Dr. Bob Smith Foundation Center for Prostate Research. "Their gift, which is especially timely 

because it allows us to significantly expand our basic and clinical research efforts, has set the 

stage for exciting developments in the treatment and prevention of childhood urological 

problems." 

Dr. William Strand, associate professor of urology at UT Southwestern, will lead the new 

center as head of pediatric urology. Dr. Warren Snodgrass, associate professor ofurology; Dr. 

Clanton Harrison, associate professor of urology; and Dr. Linda Baker, assistant professor of 

urology, will conduct research at the center. 
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"We're quite pleased to be able to be involved in such an exciting project," said Charles 

Seay. "Sadie and I have always done what we could to support pediatric care and Children's 

Medical Center, so the urology center is just one more way we hope to help prevent and treat 

childhood illness." 

The couple already has given more than $21 million to the medical center. The Seays 

previously have endowed two centers, three distinguished chairs and four chairs in pediatric 

medicine, psychiatry, cancer and thoracic surgery at UT Southwestern. In addition their 

generosity helped build the new Seay Biomedical Building on the North Campus. 

The Seays would say that they've always been part of The University of Texas. After 

meeting as students at UT Austin, the Seays married in 1937. Mr. Seay began his career in 1936 

as an insurance agent for Southwestern Life. He launched his own business 23 years later, an 

enterprise specializing in life-insurance common stocks. Securities later were added to the 

lineup, and the Seays' business interests thrived. 

"To say that the Seays are a legend in Texas philanthropy--- particularly in the field of 

pediatric medicine --- is no overstatement. Time and again, they have gone above and beyond the 

call of duty to help make UT Southwestern and Children's Medical Center pre-eminent 

institutions in the country," said Dr. Kern Wildenthal, president ofUT Southwestern. "Their 

constant support, their warmth and their heartfelt generosity have made them dear friends of the 

Dallas medical community. Because of the Seays, the lives of children are better." 
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