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NEUROSURGEON ESTABLISHES PROFESSORSHIP AT UT SOUTHWESTERN 

DALLAS -Aug. 30, 2001 -The first neurosurgeon in the United States also trained in neuro

ophthalmology and a clinical professor of neurological surgery at UT Southwestern Medical 

Center at Dallas, Dr. Harvey Birsner, has given $100,000 to the medical center that launched his 

illustrious career. 

The Birsner family's gift establishes a professorship in neurological surgery at the 

medical school where Birsner was trained and later made his mark as a specialist. 

The Birsner Family Professorship in Neurological Surgery- which honors Harvey 

Birsner's father- will be held by Dr. Thomas Kopitnik, professor of neurological surgery. The 

appointment will enable Kopitnik to further his research in cerebral vascular disease and help 

support his resident-training programs. 

"I have a deep respect for the work being done at UT Southwestern and wanted to do 

something to recognize the work of Dr. Kopitnik, with whom I share an intense interest in neuro

ophthalmology," Birsner said. "UT Southwestern's Department ofNeurological Surgery is more 

than just a multifaceted program. The thirst for knowledge - from the residents to the faculty 

members - is simply head and shoulders above what I have seen anywhere else. My family and I 

are thrilled to be able to contribute in whatever way we can." 

Birsner is now retired from the Board of Governance at Antelope Valley Hospital in the 

Mojave Desert in southern California, a post he held for 16 years, four of them as chairman. He 

first came to UT Southwestern in 1965, when he joined the medical center's class of surgical 

interns. After completing an internship and residency at UT Southwestern, Birsner was drafted 

by the Navy, where his wartime surgical experience heightened his interest in the complex 

relationship between eyesight and the brain. After completing a neuro-ophthalmology fellowship 

at the University of California, San Francisco, School of Medicine in 1971, Birsner returned to 

Dallas, where he served as chief resident of neurosurgery at UT Southwestern until 1972. 

Birsner, who also served as chief of staff at Antelope Valley Hospital, continues to lecture 

around the country. 
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PROFESSORSHIP- 2 

"Harvey Birsner is a tremendous doctor and educator, and an even better human being," 

said Dr. Duke Samson, chairman of neurological surgery and a close friend of Birsner. "He is 

one of those rare people who has an ability to get people really excited about what they are 

doing. He is an emotional, involved teacher whose ability to communicate is matched by his skill 

as a neurosurgeon. We are tremendously grateful for this wonderful, heartfelt gift and also are 

proud to honor Thomas Kopitnik, whose talent and intelligence make him a well-deserving 

choice for the professorship." 

Samson, who holds the Lois C.A. and Darwin E. Smith Distinguished Chair in 

Neurological Surgery and the Kimberly-Clark Distinguished Chair in Mobility Research, also 

directs the Mobility Foundation Center for Rehabilitation Research. 

Kopitnik said he is "grateful and honored to be supported by the Birsner family's 

generosity." He joined the UT Southwestern faculty in 1990 and serves as director of the medical 

center's neurological surgery research and microsurgery training lab and as medical director of 

the intensive care unit at Zale Lipshy University Hospital. Kopitnik earned his medical degree 

from West Virginia University School of Medicine in 1984 and completed an internship and 

residency at the West Virginia University Hospital in Morgantown. 
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