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POLLOCK FOUNDATION ESTABLISHES CENTER 
FOR RESEARCH ON INTESTINAL CANCER 

DALLAS - Feb. 4, 2002 -More than 1 million Americans suffer from inflammatory bowel 

disease, and millions more suffer from cancers of the intestinal tract. Thanks to the generosity of 

one Dallas family, UT Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas researchers will be working to 

better understand these diseases and find more effective ways to treat them. 

The Pollock Foundation has given $1 million to Southwestern Medical Foundation to 

establish the Lawrence S. Pollock Jr. Center for Intestinal Cancer Research at UT Southwestern. 

A central purpose of the center will be to facilitate collaboration between the medical 

center's gastroenterology/inflammatory bowel disease program and its comprehensive cancer 

programs. Research will focus on inflammatory intestinal diseases and intestinal cancers. This 

interaction is critical because the development of cancer is the single most important 

complication of inflammatory bowel diseases such as Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. 

Shirley Pollock, a member of Southwestern Medical Foundation's board of trustees since 

1990, said the donation was inspired by her and her family's desire to do something meaningful 

in memory of her husband, Lawrence, who died of cancer in 2000. 

"Because our family has lived in Dallas forever, we have been familiar with the medical 

school since its beginning," she said. "Our doctors are primarily here, and it has been an 

important part of our lives. We tried to find something that would be of the greatest benefit to the 

medical school as well as tie in to interests we had." 

This is the Pollock family's second major gift for UT Southwestern intestinal disease 

research efforts. Two years ago, the Pollock Foundation donated $1 million to establish the 

Pollock Family Center for Research in Inflammatory Bowel Disease. Lawrence Pollock Jr., 

former chairman of the board of Pollock Investments, was serving as a trustee of the Pollock 

Foundation at the time. 
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POLLOCK FOUNDATION- 2 

Dr. Kern Wildenthal, UT Southwestern president, said the Pollock Foundation's donation 

will benefit researchers and, ultimately, patients struggling with inflammatory bowel disease and 

intestinal cancers. 

"We are grateful for the Pollock Foundation's support ofUT Southwestern," he said. 

"This donation will greatly accelerate our research aimed at discovering the causes of these 

serious diseases and finding better ways to treat them." 

W. Plack Carr Jr., president of the Southwestern Medical Foundation, said the Pollock 

family's generosity further confirms their commitment to medical research. "The Pollock name 

is synonymous with philanthropy in Dallas, and we are fortunate that the Pollock Foundation 

deemed this research area a worthy cause," he said. 

Lawrence Pollock Jr., a prominent Dallas business leader and philanthropist, served on 

the board of Zale Lipshy University Hospital, UT Southwestern's primary private referral 

hospital, while the facility was being constructed. The hospital opened in 1989. 
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