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Contact : Ann Harrell 
369 -269 5 (Home ) 

Pediatrics Department of The University of Texas SouthHest.ern Hedical 

School at Dallas invites the press to tour Carver Neighborhood Hea lth 

Cl inic along with Dr. Nolan Estes and members of the School Board's 

r esources (building ) committee Tuesday morning , September 4 a t 10:30 a.r.1. 

The ·i.:our Hill be in connectio n v.>i th the committee's regul ar rneei::ing. 

The clinic is located o n the grounds of George Washingt on Car v er 

Elementary School , 3680 Holystone . It h as b e en i n uperation at its n ew 

l o cRtion since July 1. 

Carver Clinic is one of the fo ur operating neighborhood healt h 

cli~ics providing free comprehens ive health c are to children in certain 

c ensus tra c ts in ~'lest Dall as where the infan t rnortali ty rate is extremely 

high. Funding for the clinics comes fro m' Mate rnal and Child Health / 

~ . 
..;~erv :.t.ce , HEW . Clinics are staffed by personne l from Southwes tern Med ica l 

School. 

As o f Augus~. 1 , 8,331 chi ldren and youth were registere d with _the 

health care program . This number inc ludes 3, 7 42 \vho are enrolled at the 

Carver Clinic . 

According to Dr. 'l.'homas D. Moore , the unique area of the program in 

the partners h i p of the DISD and the medical s chool "in a · continuing effor t 

to look for more ef fective ways to provide h eal th care for low-income 

c hildr'=n . 
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fi rst add c arver clinic 

"It was through this partnership that the concept for the clinic 

building, built by the DISD and leased by Southwestern Medical School, 

was developed." 

Dr. Moore s aid that to his knowledge the Dallas Independent School 

District is the first in the country to build a building for a neigh

borhood health clinic to give comprehensive health care, both for child

ren and youth who are ill and preventive c are . 

A spokesman for the DISD said that good health enables children to 

be more alert, to enjoy and excel in their school work, as well as 

cutting absenteeism. 

Dr. Moore , who is associate professor of pediatrics at the medical 

schooL and director of the Children and Youth Project of which Carver 

Clinic is one unit, will make public and impressive set of statistics 

at the tour. These figures show how both the mortality rate and the 

number of hospitalizations have been cut drastically in the patient pop

ulation in contrast to the figures for the other children and young 

people living in the same . geographical area . / 

Although there are approximately 60 Children and Youth programs in 

the United States today, Dr. Moore said, only the Dallas project has 

compiled statistics of their patient population as well as statistics on 

non-patients in the same ~ge . groups, living in the same areas . The com

parisons of this data strongly show the success of this program, which has 

been in operation for four years. 

Carver Clinic includes the finest features for providing compre

hensive heal i:h care for children. Included are a large, comfortable 

waiting room, an adjoining .play area for the children, equipped with toys 

--more--



second add c a r v er cJinic 

and a two-way mirror for psychological observation, examination rooms, 

?ffices, a dental hygenist • s room and a room for dental set-up to be 

used as soon as funds for a dentist b e come s avai l able. Each door is 

painted a d~fferent color for easy identification . 

Staf f at Carve r includes a full-time pediatric~~n, two registered 

nurse s , t wo social workers , a clinical psychologist , a clinical nutri 

tionist, a de ntal hygenist, a nurses ' s aide and two clerical wo rkers. 

Enrollment in the clinic for eligible children includes parental 

permission for the child 1 s entire health care, a c omple-te physical exam , 

a nutritiona l evaluation , psychologica l testing and a visit with a social 

worker for background information. After enrollment the mothers may bring 

their youngsters in to the cl ini c when they are ill or set appointments 

in advance . Sick children enrolled in the program can be sent to the 

clinic to see a doctor directly from Ca rver classrooms next door , and 

c linic personnel will notify their parents about their illnesses . 

On h and to a nswer question s about the c ooperative venture will be 

Dr . Estes; Dr . Weldon Wells 1 assistant superintendent , support servi~es , 

DISDi Dr . Moore and Dr. Heinz Eichenwald , chairman of Pediatrics at the 

medical school . 

· Dr. Moore will also be available to discuss the statistics on the 

impact o f the program and the financial costs o f the cl inics. 
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