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DALLAS--A small army of doctors, teachers and other professionals 

will focus on the multi-sided mystery of learning disabilities at a major 

symposium he re Seot. 28 and 29. 

Some 1,400 specialists from various disciplines concerned with diag-

( no s ing and treating children with learning disabilities will hear nationally 

prominent expert s discuss medical, educational and behavioral aspects of 

( 

the problem, during sessions at the Marriott Motor Hotel, 2101 Stemmons 

Freeway. 

The symposium, first of its kind ever staged in the Dallas area, is 

being spon s ore d by the Pediatrics Department of The University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical School at Dallas, with financial support provided by 

the Jonsson Foundation of Dallas. 

Participants, mostly from the Dallas-North Texas area, will include 

pediatricians, neurologists, educators, psychologists, social workers, 

speech and he aring pathologists, occupational and physical therapists, 

nutritionists and nur s e s . Parents reoresenting state and local learning -
. 

disability as s ociation s also will att end . 

Purpose of the interdisciplinary conference, said symposium coordin-

ator Dr. Amy Talbot, " i s to brin g to ge ther oeople we see as the real experts 

around the country in the field of learning disabilities." 

An estimated 5 to 10 per cent of all school-age children are afflict-

ed by some de gr ee of learning disability, school officials say. The subtle 

disorders including dy s lexia and dy s graphia--difficulty in reading and 

writing, re s pectiv e ly-- we re larg e l y unrec ognized until r ecent year s and have 

( become sub je ct of incre asing concern and s tudy. 

Inv i t e d symoosium speakers ar e in th e process of scientific investi-

gation and will report findings in their particular ar e a of sttJdy, said Dr. 

Talbot, who i s assi s tant professor and director of psychologi cal s e rvices 

in Southwestern ' s Pediatrics Department. 
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"Our speakers are a unique group, 11 she said. 11 We did not invite 

people who are proponents of a particular preconceived but unproven theory 

regarding learning disabilities." 

Among those speakers is an educator well known for both his work in 

the delineation of learning problems and the development of remedial 

programs. He is Dr. Samuel A. Kirk, principal developer of a widely used 

test in the field, the Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities. 

Dr. Kirk, professor of special education at the University of Arizona 

and professor emeritus from the University of Illinois, will address the 

symposium•s 8 p.m. dinner meeting Sept. 28 on the topic, 11 IS •Learning 

Disabilities• a Specialty on Specialties? .. 

Other scheduled speakers include Dr. Herbert G. Birch, professor of 

pediatrics at Albert Einstein College of Medicine and professor of psychol-

ogy and education, Yeshiva University, New York; Dr. Katrina deHirsch, con­

sultant to the Department of Pediatrics at Columbia University. 

Also Dr. Hans G. Furth, chairman of the Department of Psychology at 

the Catholic University of America; and Dr. Boyd McCandless, director of 

Educational Psychology at Emory University. 

Dr. Heinz F. Eichenwald, chairman of the Department of Pediatrics at 

UT Southwestern and also the symposium's general chairman, will describe 

the work of Dallas• unique Research and Evaluation Center for Learning to 

the symposium audience. The center is a cooperative project of the medical 

school and the Dallas Independent School District for research into learn-

ing disabilities and experimental corrective education. 

Also on the program will be Dr. Nolan Estes, superintendent of the 

Dallas schools; J. Erik Jonsson, former Dallas mayor and founder of the 

Jonsson Foundation; and Dr. Charles C. Sprague, president of UT Southwestern 

Medical School. 

In all, 15 UTSWMS faculty members will take part in the smyposium 

sessions, which begin at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 28. Attendance is limited to 

( registered participants and members of the communications media, officials 

said. 

Other members of the symposium committee besides Drs. Eichenwald and 

Talbot are Dr. Ray W. Gi l bert, Dr. Raleigh Huizinga and Dr. Frank D. Ohler, 

all of the medical school pediatrics faculty. 
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