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Eosinoph i li e Granuloma 
Case Ill 

MEDICAL GRAND ROUNDS 
PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

December 19, 1957 

[_ 1-\ ~ t \~ I - I$C' J 
This 14 year ol d negro boy was firs t seen at  in 1945· becau se of a painful 

swelling of the ~humb. At t hat time P.E was negative except for general lymphadeno­
pathy of the anterior cervi cal chain . CA- 11.3, P- 5.4, AI~. Phos. - 6.9, Chol. -
125 & 131; bone sur vey normal except for a cysti c lesion of the first metacarpal 
bone of the right thumb. Biopsy of t his lesion revealed lipoid histiocytosis of 
bone,and a course of x-ray therapy was adGinistered to tbe area. 

In  1956, be was Peadmitted for reevaluat ion . P.E. aga in was normal 
except for generalized lympAadenopathy. Bone sarvey again was negative except 
for the previmusly described lesion. Alb. - 4.61, glob. - 2.9, Ca- 10.7, 10.0, 
P.- 5.4, 6.2, Cho l. - 162, Al k. phos. - 19. 0, 13. 5 (all thought t o be POrmal values 
for the age). 

SchUIIer-Christian's Disease 
Caeell2 

This 8 year old negro boy was admi tted to the  beca~se 
of the development of a mass in the ri ght ~st·i etal area, diplop ia, anorexia, headaches, 
and I etbargy. P. E. at the time of adm iss i Otl revea I ed a pu l sat i ng "defect" i n the 
sku I I over the parieta l area, 4 em. in d iameter, d iplopia, and hyperactive DTR's. 
X-rays of the skull revealed a r adioluceRt area in the skull. Exploratory craniotomy 
revealed a necrotic mass in t he area of t~e boy defect , slides of whicb revealed a 
lipid reticuloendotbe li os is of bone . He did well follow i ng surgery and was discharged 
to be followed in tbe OPD. 

In  of 1957 he was seen for followingp headaches aAd diplopia were more 
severe, in spite of t he fact that skull series showed no change. 

Schulter-Christian' s Disease 
Case 113 

This 6 year old negro boy had a left bemitbyroidectomy in 1954 because of an 
Irregu lar enlargement of t he t hyroid; pathologic diagnosis at that time was "chronic 
thyroiditis". In 1955 he was readmitted because of a mass in the right frontal area; 
exp I oratory craniotomy revea I ed •eos i nopb i I i c granu IGma" . X-ray therapy to the sku II 
and the thyroid mass had no obv ious salu~ry effect. Subseq~ently, be developed a 
draimlng otitis of tbe left aar, found oa examiAatien to be secondary to a aranulomatous 
mass of the auditory canal, and in 1956 a large fi rm mass in the area of the right 
thyroid and a granulomatous lesion of t be gums were aoted on P.E. in tbe OPD. 

At this time t he slides from all the previous biops ies were reviewed both bere 
and in another medical center$ the concensus was th~t all t he lesions were identical 
and were typical of eos i noph i l ie granuloma. Subseqaent bqpsy of the gum lesion 
was again interpreted as showing eosinophi lie granu loma. A course of x-ray tberapy 
was given to the mass i n the ear and to t he gum with no obvious evidence of response. 
He has been followed periodica lly in OPD, never hav ing deve loped any systemic 
manifestation other than retar ded bone growth and poor weight gain. · 

Letterer-Siwe 's Disease 
Case 114 

This b®y was first seen at the age of 14 months, developed at the age of 6 months 
a papular skin rash in both l ogu i ~al areas, spreading slowly to involve the axi II~ 
neck, mouth, sca lp, nal I beds ar.td soles of the feet. These lesions progressed to 
ulcerations and became seoondari ly i nfected; subsequently. he deve loped aPrQtuberamt 
abdomen, ,astiag of irhe :extremrtres, and l~ssrtud~. : A .. bJ.opsy of ·a .teslopci>f . ti:le axi I fa 
in another hospital was i nterpreted as reticuloendothe li osis . P.E. revealed a protu­
berant abdomen, granulomatous lesions of tbe scalp, neck, axillae, and inguinal areas, 
spler<~omegaly, aAd generalized muscl e wasting. Hgb- 8.2 gm., Chol. - 146. Bone 
survey revealed punched out areas of the s ku ll and lo r<~g bones. A coarse of ster<b,b.d 
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therapy was given with some subsequent Improvement in the ski n lesions. ~e was 
discmarged on steroi ds but di ed fou r mont hs later . 

Gaucher's Disease 
Case #5 

This 59 year ol d wh ite female was i n good health uti 1 1944 when increasingly 
severe pain on movement deve loped i A the r ight upper arm .. x-rays revealed 
calcification in the prox imity of t he shoulder joi nt; a ox of burs itis wa$ made, and 
she was treated with x-ray and novoca i ne i n_f:ect i OAs. Phys i ca 1 exam i net ion at that 
time revealed a palpab le sp lee n but was otherwise normal. Earl y In 1953 the patient 
began to -eomp.,.ain of pain in the left thigh. This was intermittept but increased 
gradt~ally unti I in  of 1954, when severe pa in i R lef t thigh appeared suddenly. 
X-rays .tnen showed an impacted patmologic fracture of t he neak of the left 
femur. The spleen had increased i n s ize and a moderate anemi a was notedo A sternal 
marrow smear at that ti me showed numerous GaucRer eel ls t o be present. Tbe patient 
was treated with P.A.S. 12gm. per day and i n , 1954, a sp lenectomy was 
performed. The sp leen on microscopic exam i nation conta i ned abu ndant Gaucher cells 
and cbemlcal analysis showed e levat ed keras in levels . Th e patient bas not bad 
further borne lesions and he r hemog lob i n bas remained norma l si aae the operation. 
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nosolog ic entity. Arch . Path. 56 , 84 , 1953 . Agai n it is emphasized that these are the 
same disease and an attempt is made to def ine the criter lan of subcl assif icati on and give 
t hem a new name. 

13. Avery , M.E~, McAsee, J.G.,Guild , H. G. The Course a~d Prognosis of Ret iculo-endothebos ls 
(Eosi nophil ic Granuloma, Sch(/ller-Christ ian Disease and Letterer..:Siwe Disease). Am . J. 
Med. 22, 63ti, 1957. A· review of 40 cases ; · St-resses the impcirta.nce of .chroni c otitis 
as -commonest presenting complaint -in Sch~lrer-Christian Disease . Onl y 3/29 cases had 
S.-c. tr iad but 27/29 showed sku I I defects. 
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cel ls . 



(3) 

33. Halliday, N., Devel, H.J., Tragerman, L.J. and Ward, W.E., On the Isolation of a Glucose­
Containing Cerebroside from Spleen in a Case of Gaucher's Disease. J.B.C. 132, 171, 1940. 
First demonstration that gluco lipids are present in Gaucher. 

Neimann-Pick Disease 
34. Yldebaek, A., Niemann-Pick Disease. Acta. Paed. 37, 95, 1949. A review of alI reported 

73 cases of Neimann-Pick's Disease. 
Other Case Reports with Reviews. 
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Am. J. Path . 30, 263, 1954. 

Tay-Sachs Disease 
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