
:..,y STERN 
MEDICAL CENTER NEWS 

Media Contact: Deborah Wormser 
214-648-3404 

deborah. wormser@utsouthwestern.ed u 

EMBARGOED UNTIL NOON CDT WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2013 

Dr. Bruce Beutler elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

DALLAS- April24, 2013- The American Academy of Arts and Sciences (AAAS) has elected Nobel 

Laureate Dr. Bruce A. Beutler ofUT Southwestern Medical Center, a nationally recognized leader in 

immunology, to membership. 

With his election, the medical center now has 16 faculty members currently serving in the 

esteemed organization. 

"It's an honor to be associated with so many distinguished men and women, some of them 

historical icons. I am certainly pleased and grateful to be recognized in this way," Dr. Beutler said. 

Dr. Beutler is the director of the Center for the Genetics of Host Defense at UT Southwestern 

and a Regental Professor. He is known for his work in unlocking the secret of how the body detects 

infection and launches an inflammatory response. 

"Dr. Beutler's pioneering research conducted at UT Southwestern starting in the 1980s led to 

fundamental advances in our understanding of the genetic basis of our innate immune response, the 

body's first line of defense against infection," said Dr. Daniel K. Podolsky, president ofUT 

Southwestern. "As director of the Center for the Genetics of Host Defense, he is assembling an 

interdisciplinary team to broaden those discoveries, and we look forward to new insights." 

Dr. Beutler was elected to the National Academy of Sciences and to the Institute of Medicine in 

2008. 

His research on mice converged with French scientist Dr. Jules Hoffmann's studies in flies, and 

they shared half of the 2011 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for their work on innate immunity. 

Dr. Beutler's current endeavors involve an attempt to identify every gene involved in how an organism 

recognizes and responds to potentially infectious agents like bacteria or viruses. 

At UT Southwestern, Dr. Beutler runs one of the largest mouse mutagenesis programs in the 

world. He and his group have tracked down more than 240 mutations that cause abnormalities in mice. 

Many of these mutations have important implications in infectious diseases or autoimmune conditions in 

which the body turns on itself, such as lupus and rheumatoid arthritis. Dr. Beutler' s team also has 

identified many thousands of other genetic mutations that form the nucleus of a mutation archive that 
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eventually will encompass all mouse genes. 

Since its founding in 1780 by John Adams, James Bowdoin, John Hancock, and other scholar

patriots, the Academy has elected leading "thinkers and doers" from each generation, including George 

Washington and Benjamin Franklin in the 18th century, Daniel Webster and Ralph Waldo Emerson in 

the 19th century, and Albert Einstein and Winston Churchill in the 20th century. The current membership 

includes more than 250 Nobel Laureates and more than 60 Pulitzer Prize winners. 

Members of the 2013 AAAS class include director and actor Robert De Niro; Pulitzer Prize

winning poet Annie Dillard; actor Sally Field; jazz musician Herbie Hancock; singer-songwriters Pete 

Seeger and Bruce Springsteen; and Lasker Award winner Dr. Jeffrey M. Friedman. 

Other UT Southwestern faculty who are members of the Academy and the years they were 

elected are: 

Dr. Donald Seldin (1974), Dr. Michael Brown (1981), Dr. Joseph Goldstein (1981), Dr. Jean 

Wilson (1982), Dr. Alfred Gilman (1988), Dr. Daniel Foster (1992), Dr. Steven McKnight (1992), Dr. 

Jonathan Uhr (1993), Dr. Roger Unger (1994), Dr. Eric Olson (1998), Dr. Joseph Takahashi (2000), Dr. 

Ellen Vitetta (2003), Dr. Helen Hobbs (2006), Dr. Luis Parada (2007), and Dr. David Russell (2011). 

The new members will be inducted at a ceremony on Oct. 12 at the Academy's headquarters in 

Cambridge, Mass. 

About UT Southwestern Medical Center 
UT Southwestern, one of the premier academic medical centers in the nation, integrates 

pioneering biomedical research with exceptional clinical care and education. The institution's faculty 
has many distinguished members, including five who have been awarded Nobel Prizes since 
1985. Numbering more than 2,700, the faculty is responsible for groundbreaking medical advances and 
is committed to translating science-driven research quickly to new clinical treatments. UT Southwestern 
physicians provide medical care in 40 specialties to nearly 100,000 hospitalized patients and oversee 
more than 2.1 million outpatient visits a year. 
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