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****UT Southwestern raises funds to endow 
27 new distinguished faculty chairs 

DALLAS -- Endowments totaling $21 million raised in just 16 months 

will enable The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center to 

more than quadruple its number of distinguished faculty chairs in 

basic biomedical research. 

Southwestern President Kern Wildenthal, M.D., Ph.D., coordinator 

of the joint fundraising effort of the institution and a committee of 

Dallas business leaders, announced the successful completion of the 

campaign in Dallas on May 8 at a dinner honoring donors, community 

leaders who spearheaded the campaign and Southwestern faculty members 

who will hold the distinguished chairs. 

"This is the first time in the history of UT Southwestern that a 

concerted campaign of this sort has been undertaken to raise money for 

faculty endowments," said Dr. Wildenthal. "In the life of a 

university, nothing is as important as the quality of the people that 

institution is able to recruit and retain. Endowments are essential 

for attracting the best faculty." 

Early in 1988 UT Southwestern had identified a need for 

distinguished faculty chairs in 35 key fields of biomedical research. 

At the time, the medical school had eight distinguished chairs and 

$6 million toward funding the remaining 27. Since a distinguished 

chair represents a $1 million endowment, the goal seemed remote. 
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Then in December 1988 an anonymous donor offered a golden 

incentive. He would contribute $8.4 million -- 40 percent of the $21 

million still needed -- as a challenge grant, providing the rest of 

the funds were raised within 18 months. 

By April 1990 -- two months ahead of the 18-month deadline -

Dallas and Fort Worth individuals, foundations, and corporations had 

committed the remaining funds necessary to complete the campaign. The 

$21 million thus raised, added to the $6 million already available, 

will endow 27 new distinguished chairs, raising the total from eight 

to 35 in just 16 months. 

This $21 million raises the total of new gifts and pledges made to 

UT Southwestern by individuals, corporations and foundations over the 

past two years to approximately $140 million. 

Robert Decherd, chairman and chief executive officer of the A.H. 

Belo Corp., headed the Leadership Committee that raised the funds. 

Working with him and Dr. Wildenthal were Louis A. Beecher! Jr., a 

private investor; Edwin L. Cox, chairman, Cox Oil & Gas, Inc.; Jess 

Hay, chairman of Lomas Financial Corp.; Morton Meyerson, president of 

2M Companies; Raymond D. Nasher, president of Raymond D. Nasher Co.; 

George Poston, president of Poston Real Estate Co.; C.V. "Vin" 

Prothro, chief executive officer of Dallas Semiconductor Corp. and 

chairman of Dallas Biomedical Corp.; Robert D. Rogers, president of 

Texas Industries Inc.; A. Starke Taylor Jr., president of Taylor 

Investments and former mayor of Dallas; Thomas B. Walker Jr., retired 

general partner of Goldman Sachs & Co.; and Raymond Willie Jr., 

president of Willow Distributors Inc.; as well as Dr. Charles Sprague, 

president-emeritus of UT Southwestern Medical School and chairman of 
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Southwestern Medical Foundation, and Dr. Philip O'B. Montgomery, 

professor of pathology at UT Southwestern. 

Major donors to the campaign include: Dr. Fouad Bashour and the 

Cardiology Fund; Mr. and Mrs. Louis Beecher!; the Effie and Wofford 

Cain Foundation; Mrs. Lillian Clark; Edwin L. Cox; Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

W. Decherd; Cecil H. Green; Jess Hay; the Hillcrest Foundation; 

the Hoblitzelle Foundation; Mr. and Mrs. S. Roger Horchow; The Komen 

Foundation; Mrs. Edward B. Linthicum; The Eugene McDermott Foundation 

and the Biological Humanics Foundation; W.A. "Tex" Moncrief; the Harry 

s. Moss Heart Trust; Raymond Nasher; George Poston; Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 

Rogers; Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Rogers; the Rosewood Corporation/the 

Sands Foundation. 

Also Harold c. Simmons and the Simmons Foundation; The 

Southwestern Medical Foundation; John Stemmons; Texas Instruments; Mr. 

and Mrs. Carl J. Thomsen; Mr. and Mrs. Lucian Touchstone; The Kent 

Waldrep National Paralysis Foundation and its Texas Tycoon Gala 

chaired by Mr. and Mrs. Ron Haddock; The James L. and Eunice West 

Foundation; Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Willie; and three anonymous 

foundations and individuals. 

### 

NOTE: The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas 
comprises Southwestern Medical School, Southwestern Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences and Southwestern Allied Health Sciences School 


