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NOTE TO EDITOR: Branson will be in Linden until June 14 . 

serves 

DALLAS--"You could say my physician assistant is my right ann," one s mall town doctor 

said recently. 

Trained to perform physicals, take medical histories, m.::1kc hosp it<Jl row1ds , Jssist 1n 

surgery and initiate emergency treatment, PJ\s free doctors from routine duti es so they may 

spend more time with patients needing more specialized sk.ilJs . 

Senior PA students from The University of Texas llcalth Sc i ence Center at Dallas arc 

.rrently involved in the final step in their training, \\'hen they work close ly \\1ith a doctor 

in a small town or rural practice. 

Dr. Walter Viard of Linden is serving as preceptor, or teacher, for Rick Branson from the 

Dallas school. 

Physician assistant training consists of t\\'O years of trad i_ tional college study followed 

by two years in an AMA-accredited PA program. The jw1.ior year i_ s spent in the classroom, and 

the senior year is spent actually working with patients in the l1os pit.Jl, in clinic , in the 

emergency room and in the doctor's office. 

"The students are selected by physicians, trained by phys i c i :111 s .:mel employed and super

vised by physicians," says Dr . William Neal , the physician who di rects the P/\ program at the 

Dallas health science center. "Although the goals arc diffe r ent, Lhe methods o[ educating P/\ 

students and medical students are virtually identical. The medi co ] educat i on environment is 

tried and true for students of aJ1Y ilk. Tl1ey must have a crack at t aking care of patients 

themselves--under supervision." 

During clinical training , for example, the student .is sent in to int cr v .ich' and examine 

a patient with no clue about \vhat to e:x.-pect. The student must mJkc a tcnt<Jt ive diagnosis and 

c:11ggest a plan of therapy and patient education . The supcnrj sing phys i c i<m then fol101vs up 

.. ..~..than evaluation of the patient to check the student ' s skills . ]luring t hjs training with 

patients, PA students and medical students work side by s ide on r o La ti ons in internal medi

cine, obstetrics, pediatrics and sur.~cry. 

Clinical training takes plclcc in l'arkl:1nd \ iL' pJo ri :J I llu:' jl il ll :'lld tllt ' '. 't·! c r:Jn :-; :\dmini :-;L r;t -

tion Hospital in Dallas prior to the prcccptorships h' tlh <l oL· t or:~ i , p1 i\':ll c pral'Li ce . l11\ :-; 

then receive bachelor's degrees from the School of /\Jli cd llealtll Sc i ,·nccs at LJl'IISCD. 

After passing a national exam , they arc ccrti tied t o "·o rk tlll<lcr ;: doctor's s uper;,' i s i on. 

During the last r egular session the Texas Lcgisl<lturc ;uncnd cd the ,\lcd ic: ll I' J·:lc Li cc i\ct t o de

f ine the use of PAs. 

So far, few of the 84 graduates ot the prog r<1m h;Ivc c llOSC'Il to 1·:o r k i 11 und e r:-; e r vcd :1rcas . 

But last year the staff began a ne1v emphasis on mee t 1 ng L he need:-; or rur:1l :111d und c rs crvecl 

areas. Students are recruited from those areas, the need i s di scJ lsscd throt 1ghout their train 

ing and they are now being sent to those areas tor r cqt1 i tT cl pr<'L-cp t u r s h i p:-; . !lope tully , they 

will decide to settle in that area or in one simi J ;1 r to it. 

This may help to explain why an already ovc rh'o rk cd t'hys iL·i ;Jn 1\'0t ii d t:1"-c on <1 s tudent. Once 

PJ\s are.trained, they can bring some reli c t- to doc t o r :-; p•·1 · i i 1 i, ,. i•1 ' ll •·1· •. l1 · ,,. t he re :1rc no t 

enough physicians to handle the pat i cnt I O<ld. 
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